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Welcome!
The new sports centre will finally open at the
start of the summer term and we are excited
by all the new opportunities it will afford
us, not only during the day but also for the
community in the evenings and weekends.
It provides us with some of the best sports
facilities of any school in the country.
Last week was extremely busy and on one
evening alone we ran a lecture on behalf of
the Holocaust Trust, AS Level drama
performances, an alcohol awareness session
for parents of teenagers and a revision
support evening targeted mainly at Year 11
parents. That one evening is indicative
of the vibrant atmosphere around school;
please keep checking the website for
details of forthcoming events.
The examination season is already upon
us in the form of practicals, orals and
performances. We will be sending home
a pack of information to Year 11 students
before the end of term which contains
important information about examinations,
leaving arrangements and sixth form
induction. Students have been given plenty
of advice and guidance about how to prepare
themselves in these final weeks and it is most
important that whatever they do is routine
and regular. We wish them well.
Enjoy the Easter break
and the coming of spring,
Mr. Foley

POLITICS & ECONOMICS SOCIETY
meets tuesday lunchtime for lively

& informed debate on current political
& economic issues
Students choose their own topic for a brief
ten-minute presentation followed by debate.
Recent subjects include: Should we be afraid
of Russia? | Is there a solution to Youth
Unemployment? Should the UK leave the EU?
open to all | please see mrs morgan

ELECTION 2015 AT THS

‘THE TWO JIMS’

Political education is an intrinsic part of sixth
form education and at The Thomas Hardye
Sixth Form there will be a programme of
events in the run up to this year’s election.

The school hosted ‘A Very Special
Audience with Two Jims’ earlier this
month, in partnership with Dorset
Wildlife Trust. Professors James Lovelock
and Jim Al-Khalili, both experts in their
respective fields, provided an entertaining
and stimulating discussion: another
enjoyable and high-calibre community
event hosted by the school! Other lecture
information can be found online here.

On March 25th, all the local candidates for
the West Dorset constituency (Conservative Oliver Letwin; Green - Peter Barton; Liberal
Democrats - Ros Kayes; Labour - Rachel
Rogers; UKIP - David Glossop) will be in
school for a debate in the style of Question
Time. First-time voters from Year 13 will
have the opportunity to ask the candidates
questions on any local or national issue and
get involved in debates about current affairs.
The Sixth Form will also lead the whole
school in a mock election. Students have
volunteered to represent each of the main
political parties; making campaign videos
and producing literature to canvas their
fellow students. Exactly one week before
the actual election, Thomas Hardye
students will go to the mock election
polls to cast their votes.
At a time when there is a concern that
young people have become disengaged with
politics, these activities will help to raise
awareness and encourage participation.
Research shows that people are more likely
to vote throughout their lives if they do so
when they are first enfranchised.
Students Isabella Shackleford and Joe
Hewetson make their case for taking part
and using their votes on the Election 2015
section of the school website here.
To register to vote by April 20th, visit
www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
Address and national insurance number
details will be needed to complete this.

news in brief

YOUTH PARLIAMENT From 2nd - 6th
February, Thomas Hardye School
voted in the Youth Parliament. This year,
Lucy Armstrong and Grace
Van-Zyl both stood in the election.
Their hard work paid off: Lucy has
become a full Youth Parliament member
and Grace has been made a deputy
member. The school had the largest turn
out of students voting ever, so success all
round. Thank you to everyone involved.
TANZANIA FUNDRAISING Students
travelling to Tanzania in the summer will
be taking part in their biggest fundraiser
yet on 17th April. They will be doing a
simulated team climb & walk to equal
the distance of climbing Kilimanjaro and
would greatly appreciate any donations
towards the trip costs. They will start
the challenge at lunchtime and continue
long into the afternoon. Any help &
support would be much appreciated.
For more information, please contact:
astaines@thomas-hardye.net

KEEPING IN TOUCH

Would you like to receive this
newsletter by email? Please contact
admin@thomas-hardye.net

Remember you can also follow The Thomas Hardye School on Twitter @thomashardye

www.thomas-hardye.net
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key dates

SPRING & SUMMER TERM 2015

SPANISH EXCHANGE

EXPLORING THE RIVER CHAR

At the beginning of March,Year 9 &
10 students studying Spanish spent a
week in Murcia on the first leg of the
Spanish exchange with partner school
the Instituto Mariano Baquero.

In early March, Year 12 students visited
Charmouth to conduct some fieldwork.
Their aim was to investigate how well the
River Char fitted the theory of “Bradshaw’s
Model”. Students took a “hands on” approach
to measuring a range of variables along the
river, such as width, depth, velocity and
sediment characteristics. They were really
dedicated and battled muddy fields, cold
water and misty weather to complete all their
data collection.

They had a full programme of
activities organised for the week in
southern Spain; see the MFL Twitter
feed online here. The students all
spoke Spanish throughout the visit
and came back full of enthusiasm
and a lot more confident.

more
news in brief
YES CHEF WINNER Last month,

This data will form the basis for one of their
exams in May. Students will analyse this
information to see if there are any patterns
and endeavour to explain any unusual
findings. See more online here.

Isabel Cadec took part in and won
the final of the Enterprise and Skills
company’s Yes Chef competition at the
Bournemouth Marriott Hotel, a brilliant
achievement. Read about Isabel’s menu
and more online here.
JAPANESE SCHOOL EXCHANGE
Four students and a teacher from the
Rikkyo School in England came to visit
THS for a week in March. They attended
lessons with their exchange partners
and had some sessions on British culture
and English language. Everyone involved
enjoyed the experience and look forward
to next year’s exchange. THS would like
to establish an exchange with a school in
Japan in the near future.
JAPANESE CLUB FEAST! On the 9th
February members of the Japanese
club, assisted by Mrs Leedham and
Mr Gallagher, cooked yakisoba –
fried Japanese noodles. There were
no leftovers and all had great fun.
The club runs on Mondays and
Wednesdays after school, and students
can learn the language and culture of
Japan, and even take a Japanese GCSE.

end of spring term:
FRIDAY 27TH MARCH
start of summer term:
MONDAY 13TH APRIL
Bank holiday:
MONDAY 4TH MAY
half-term:
MONDAY 25TH - FRIDAY 29TH MAY
end of summer term:
THURSDAY 16TH JULY
THE SCHOOL CALENDAR IS ONLINE here

WEYMOUTH WALKIES
2015
The A2 Applied Business students are
organising the Weymouth Walkies 2015 event
as part of their studies. This charity dog walk
starts at 10.00am on Saturday 18th
April It will start from the Pavillion car park,
with a walk to the Oasis Cafe and back. All
entrants will receive a doggy goody bag and
certificate at the end of the walk.
If you and your dog would like to take part,
please click on the link below and donate your
£5 entry fee. Please leave your name and your
dog’s name to register for the event.
http://www.justgiving.com/Weymouthwalkies/

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES TRIP

NETBALL TEAM FINALS
The U15 Netball team made it through
to the area finals and played exceptionally
well against tough oppositions. Each
member contributed to their overall
team success. They all should be really
proud in representing the school, with a
great effort from everyone.
top row, r-l: paige humphreys,
olivia foice, katherine wilberforce,
charlotte ashfield, alex cocker
and millie kellett
bottom row, r-l: grace sheehy,
emma andre, laure dagnall, georgia
smith and laura harrold

Thanks to all contributors for their help with this issue

Year 10 students attended the Academic
Conferences trip in Yeovil on February 27th,
with other students from across the South
West. They had the opportunity to investigate
and explore some of the most intriguing
questions in the world. These included
discussing the origins of the universe, the
Big Bang and newer ideas such as inflation
theory and an infinite regress of universes.
Students also deconstructed an Oxbridge Entry
Question – ‘Do you believe that statues can
move, and how would you justify such a belief?’
Read more of student Michael Norman’s
interesting account online here.

stop
press!
After a lot of hard work and commitment,

ll students of Level 1 Year 11 Pathways have
passed their ASDAN CoPE qualification and
achieved an equivalent D grade at GCSE.
7 of the 20 Year 11 Level 2 students also
passed, gaining an equivalent B at GCSE.

Contact newsletter@thomas-hardye.net

