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WELCOME!
You may have seen in the local press that we have
achieved teaching school status. Only outstanding
schools are allowed to bid for the designation so
the competition is fierce and we are absolutely
delighted at the outcome. Rather like teaching
hospitals, it means that we will be responsible
for training the next generation of teachers in
this area, both primary and secondary. We will
now form an alliance of schools in and around
Dorchester and Weymouth in order to plan out
a programme for the next 4 years. We will also
develop programmes of training for existing
teachers whatever stage they are at in their careers
and we are particularly keen to identify future
senior leaders. A really exciting time ahead!
The newsletter is always a pertinent reminder of
just how much goes on in the school from one
week to the next – trips, exchanges, competitions
and sporting fixtures. This term I really enjoyed
attending the Big Brew organised by the Sixth
Form for residents of local care homes and
I would like to thank everyone in Stratford
College who took part in the sponsored walk
to Osmington Mills for Water Aid on Sunday,
13th March. Over 70 students and 10 staff
took part – a magnificent achievement. Finally,
congratulations to Katie Platt who won the
regional Rotary Young Chef Award with a record
number of points and now goes onto the national
final in Lincoln in April, and to the U-14, U-15
and U-16 boys football teams who have all
reached the area cup final.
My best wishes for the forthcoming holiday,

Mr. Foley

Keeping in touch

Would you like to receive this newsletter
by email? Please contact:
admin@thomas-hardye.net

Twitter @thomashardye

BBC REPORT
ROTARY CHEF WIN!
Katie Platt won the Regional final of the
Rotary Young Chef competition, beating nine
other students from around the South West to
win. Katie wowed the judges with her impressive
and highly technical menu, her calm, organised
way of working, and strict attention to hygiene.
Her menu consisted of deep fried smoked
salmon tortellini with a dill butter sauce, followed
by roasted chicken supreme with a mushroom
and herb butter with creamed Brussels sprouts,
potato rosti and crispy chicken skin. Her dessert
of apple tart tatin was made with home-made
puff pastry and served with vanilla mascarpone.
This was all cooked within a two hour period.
Many thanks go to Mark Vaughan of Weymouth
for coaching Katie. We wish her lots of luck
in the final. See more online here.

Spanish Exchange

On the 10th March, 9KL worked
with the BBC to create a BBC
school report and become news
reporters for a day. Ian Moss, a
BBC sports journalist, very kindly
came to the Thomas Hardye
School to help the students out
with filming and editing
Miss Sainsbury said, “This is the
fourth year I’ve done this project,
and it’s been the most successful
so far: the students have all been
fantastic and really developed
their independent learning skills,
which has been lovely to see. I
can’t wait for the final product.”
Watch it online here.
.

In March, students studying Spanish in Years 9 and 10
spent a week in Murcia on the first leg of the Spanish
exchange with partner school the Instituto Mariano
Baquero. The return leg is in June.
During the week, they attended lessons and explored
the city of Murcia, including a visit to the city’s historical
cathedral, as well as the planetarium. The students
also visited the ancient Roman Theatre in nearby
Cartagena, before enjoying a boat trip around the
harbour. They also spent a day at the beach at Mar
Menor to soak up the sun! See more photos here.
The students all spoke Spanish throughout the visit and
came back full of enthusiasm and a lot more confident.
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Support Physical
Education at Thomas
Hardye
The Thomas Hardye School PE department
are offering the opportunity to advertise in the
renovated community use Sports Hall.
The facility is used by a large number of the 2200
pupils, over 250 staff members and 1610 Sports
Centre users for a range of community purposes
and both local and regional events.
The first year of advertising includes a
full colour 2.4m long x 1.2m wide banner.
For subsequent years, there will be a renewal fee.
The funds raised from advertising will support the
continued development of the Thomas Hardye
School PE facilities and also provide support for
the 349 PE lessons that are taught each fortnight
both in and out of the classroom.

SKI TRIP
During February half-term, 42 pupils
went skiing in Ischgl, Austria for the
week. By the end of the week, everyone’s
confidence had grown, with some skiing
down the more challenging runs. Pupils
also got the chance to show off their
talents at curling and ice skating. It was
a thoroughly enjoyable trip: next year’s
visit to St. Anton in Austria is already
fully booked! Miss Bright would like to
thank all the pupils involved for their
exemplary behaviour and great company.

Ansbury Advice
At this stage in the year, Year 11 students
have applications in place for either Sixth
Form, college or an apprenticeship however, if anyone has not got an attainable
plan in place it is not too late, but swift
action is required. Information is available
on the Futures page on the school website.
Students and parents can also contact
Careers Advisor Clare Hymas with any
questions:

07776471695
clare.hymas@ansbury.co.uk

SHAKESPEARE LIVE
Seven students went to Holy Trinity Primary
School to perform a version of Macbeth.
Maisie Jackaman then led a workshop
for the Year Six children as part of her
Arts Award Gold leadership project.

For further information, if you are interested
in this opportunity or have any questions
please contact Ed Long on

01305 266064
admin@thomas-hardye.net

GEOPOLITICS DAY

LINGUISTICS
SUCCESS
FRENCH
EXCHANGE
In February, Thomas Hardye School host
families welcomed the French Exchange
students from Bayeux. Students
experienced the English education
system, a day in London, Roman Baths
and of course, Dorchester, where they
met the mayor for a very entertaining
and informative encounter. See pictures
and read more here online.

For the first time students from THS
entered the UK Linguistics Olympiad,
with Year 11 students Sophie Bennett
and Michael Norman being entered
at advanced level. Sophie achieved a
Silver award and Michael a Gold. Michael
has also been selected for Round 2,
the best 16 students of the 1200 entries,
an outstanding achievement..

POLITICS & ECONOMICS SOCIETY
This Society continues to flourish with Year 12
now leading most of the debates. This year, we
have discussed the problems with the current
education system, Brexit, immigration, UK’s
defence budget and many other current topics.

All welcome

DOWN TO
BUSINESS

Tuesday lunchtimes in SS8

The Year 12 and 13 Business & Economic
students recently attended a very
worthwhile revision conference in Bristol.
The day was extremely intense, with a
variety of speakers running interactive
sessions. The students had workbooks to
complete which will now assist them with
their revision. We are very grateful to
Mr. Jackson for arranging the day.

Thanks to all contributors for their help with this issue

In February, all Year 13 Geography &
Politics students spent a day studying the
Rwandan Genocide. They learned about
the historical causes of the genocide,
participated in a Model UN style activity,
and how Rwanda has since become
a development success story. They
also heard from Carl Wilkens; the last
American to remain in Rwanda in 1994.

key dates

end of Spring term: Thursday 24th March
start of Summer term: Monday 11th April
Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May
half term:

Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June
end of Summer term: Wednesday 20th July

The school calendar and term dates
sheets are available online here

Contact newsletter@thomas-hardye.net

